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€mpirt  ParliamtntaiT)  assotiation 

(UNITED   KINODOM    BRANCH). 


I'liK  Annual  Meeting  of  the  United  Kingdoui  Branch  of  the  Empirt' 
Parliamentary  Association  was  held  at  the  House  of  Commons 
((Trand  Committee  Room)  on  »)t)i  December,  1^17.  The  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons  (the  Might  Hon.  J.  W.  Lowther,  M.P.) 
occupied  the  Chair  as  Joint- President  of  the  United  Kingdom  Branch 
of  the  Association.  Amongst  others  present  were  :  The  Right  Hon. 
Walter  Long,  M.P.  (Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies;  :  the  Right 
Hon.  W.  Hayes  Fisher,  M.P.  (President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board)  ;  the  Right  Hon.  Herbert  Samuel,  M.P. ;  Mr.  W.  Adamson, 
M.P.  (Chairman  of  the  Parliamentary  Labour  Party)  ;  Lord  Des- 
borough :  Lord  Islington ;  Lord  Denman  ;  Mr.  Stephen  Walsh,  M.P. 
(Parlianieiitary  Secretaiy  to  the  Local  Government  Board);  Sir  G. 
Toulmiu,  M.P. ;  Major  Pretvman  Newman,  M.P. ;  Lieut.  Cecil  Beck, 
R.N.V.R.,  M.P.  ;  Major  David  Davies,  M.P. :  the  Right.  Hon.  J. 
Herbert  Lewis,  M.P.;' Mr.  J.  G.  Butcher.  K.C.,  M.P.:  Col.  E.  Pryce- 
Jones,  M.P.  :  Mr.  Howard  d'Egville.  (Hon.  Secretary  of  the  United 
Kingdom  Branch  of  the  Association)  ;  and  others. 

The  Hon.  Sechetakv  read  the  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  wljich 
were  approved  and  signed  by  the  ( 'liaiiiiian  as  coTifct. 

The  Hon.  Skcrktary  nunounced  thai  lelLers  of  apology  for 
inability  to  be  present  had  been  received  from  Mi-.  A.  J .  Balfoui- 
(Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  Chairman  of  Committee. 
United  Kingdom  Branch  of  the  Empire  Parliamentary  Association), 
the  Earl  of  Derby  (Secretary  of  State  for  War),  Mr.  R.  E.  Prothero. 
M.P.  (President  of  the  Boai'd  of  Agriculture).  Mr.  R.  McKenna,  M.P.. 
Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  M.P.,  Viscount  Bryce,  the  Marquis  of 
Crewe,  Mr.  R.  Munro,  M.P.  (Sectretary  for  Scotland),  Sir  Donald 
McLean,  M.P.,  Mr.  M.  Keating,  M.P.,  Mr.  Murray  Macdonald.  M.P.. 
Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  M.P.,  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  and  others. 

PRESl  DENT'S  ADDRESS. 

The  Spkakkr:  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, — Before  we  get  on  to 
the  business  of  the  meeting  pei-haps  you  will  allow  me  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words.  There  are  three  points  which  I 
believe  the  Committee  are  anxious  should  l>e  specially  brought   to 


1  lif  ultentioii  of  ihf  members  of  the  Asso<'iatIon  ami  tu  any  who  may 
i-ead  thf  report  of  this  meeting.  It  seems  to  have  got  abroad  that 
our  chief  function  as  an  Association  is  tu  meet  each  other  at  luncheons 
on  the  Ten-ace.  It  is  as  well  to  dissipate  thai  idea  as  soon  aa 
possible.  It  iti  true  we  do  have  luncheon  partien  on  the  TeiTace,  but 
they  combine  pleasure  with  busineKs,  and  the  business  of  these 
luncheons  is  to  '^et  into  contact  and  into  more  particular  i-elations 
with  distinguihiu'd  j)arliamentary  repiesentatives  who  come  to  this 
country  from  the  Oversea  Dominions,  the  sister  nations.  It  is  found 
that,  US  they  lea<l  a  busy  life  in  London,  and  that  as  the  menibei'S  of 
the  Association  are  also  verv  busy  men,  the  most  convenient  method 
of  meeting  each  other  is  to  have  what  might  be  called  a  fjuipk 
luncheon  on  the  Terrace,  strictly  according  t^j  the  regulati(»ns  lni«l 
down  by  the  Food  Conti-f)ller.  followed  by  addre.'^scs  from  tlie  promi- 
nent politicians  who  visit  us.  We  thus  give  them  an  opjx»rtunity  of 
addressing  a  select  meeting  of  Peers  and  t/'ommoners.  and  1  hope  1 
am  not  putting  it  too  high  if  I  say  the  assembly  such  as  tills  the 
Harcourt  lioom  from  time  to  time  consists  of  some  of  the  most 
intelligent  persons  in  the  country.  In  foreign  and  in  the  Dominion 
Parliaments  it  is  often  the  custom  for  distinguisheii  statesmen  to  be 
invite<l  into  the  tribune,  or  the  bar  of  the  house,  to  address  the 
i*cpresentative  assemblies.  We,  in  the  House  of  C'ommonB,  do  not 
indulge  in  that  particular  procedure.  The  Bar  of  the  House  is 
reserved  for  other  o«*casions  -.  and  as  we  are  not  able  to  afToi"d  an 
oppoi-tunity  in  the  House  itself  for  these  distinguished  gentlemen 
to  address  us,  wo  think  that  the  arrangements  which  are  pixivided 
in  the  Hwcourt  Kooni  a  most  admirable  means  of  coming  into 
contact  with  them,  and  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  adtlressing 
inembcMK  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  which  othci-wise  would  l>e 
denied  to  them. 

.\nother  matter  wliicli  I  should  like  also  specially  to  bring  to 
your  attention  is  the  fact  that  i>ur  activities  are  by  ik)  means  con- 
fined to  the  entertainment  of  these  distinguished  gentlemen  and  of 
listening  to  their  addresses.  We  do  pi-omulgate  a  goo«l  deal  of 
information  inter-Parliamentary  infonnation-  which  is  of  \alu«  to 
ourselves  (tks  w*-  are  able  to  r»-ad  in  it  the  latest  aci'ount  of  what  is 
going  on  in  the  ovei-sen  Parliaments)  and  also  of  value  t«)  any  of  the 
ovei-sea  visitors  who  happen  to  be  here,  and  who  ai"e  naturallv 
anxious  to  know  what  is  i,"»iiig  on  at  home.  Through  the  kindness 
of  the  Paily  Tflvqmph.  which  prints  an  article  exvvx  month  upon 
thes«-  topics,  we  nave  been  able  to  n«print  Hn<l  reprmluee  and  tt» 
circulate  the.st-  articles.  an<l  in  that  way  we  bi-inir  ourselves  in  touch 
with  what  i.s  going  on  overseas  and  pi\)vide  an  opportunitv  to  the 
oversea  members  who  are  visiting  this  country  lo  become  acquainted 
with  what    '<  n   at    home      There  i.s  hen-  a  very  goo<l  oppor- 

tunitv   for  lit.   and    it    is    honed    that    thi.s    branch    of   our 

activitioh  may  be  cousiderably  enlargi'd,  and  that  we  may  find  our- 
.selves  befotr  long  able  to  prod<ice  a  monthl\  ParliamentArv  journal 
which  woul''  '"   '•"■  'dated  to  all  home  and  o\ci>eB  inembei'S. 


The  iliird  [mint  tn  \\iii<!li  1  wish  to  i-efer  is  tlie  desirability  of 
increasing-  the  number  oi  oni-  niiMiiberp.  As  you  may  be  aware. 
Ihe  Lord  Chancelh)!'  and  myself  sipi'ned  a  letter,  which  was  prepared 
for  UK  with  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Committee,  ;ind  circulated 
it  about  last  July,  asking  for  further  inembers.  The  response  was 
extremely  good,  for  it  produced  no  less  than  120  new  members  : 
but  there  is  still  room  for  a  good  many  more  to  come  in.  In  the 
oversea  Parliaments  1  believe  practically  every  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment is  a  member  of  the  Empire  Parliamentai-y  Association.  We 
have  not  yet  quite  i-eached  that  stage  here,  but  we  are  advancing 
towards  it,  and  I  hope  that  with  the  great  feeling  of  kinship  and 
friendship,  sincere  friendship,  which  has  arisen  in  consequence  of 
and  duT'ing  the  war,  that  those  Members  of  the  Lords  and  Commons 
who  are  not  members  of  the  Association  may  think  it  worth  while  to 
become  members. 

Perhaps  it  will  not  be  thought  out  of  plac-e  if  I  take  this  one 
more  opportunity  of  expressing  on  behalf  of  the  Empire  Parlia- 
mentary Association  our  great  appreciation  of  everything  that  has 
been  done  by  the  Parliaments  in  the  oversea  sister  nations. 
Tt  would  be  invidious  to  make  any  selections.  If  I  were  to 
attempt  to  record  in  detail  the  feats  of  arms  of  the  men  who  have 
been  sent  to  take  their  share  in  this  gieat  war.  I  might  quite 
unintentionally  omit  some,  and  I  think  it  wiser,  therefore,  not  to 
name  any,  but  to  compi-ehensively  say  how  deeply  grateful  we  are 
for  the  invaluable  help  which  has  been  given.  We  tender  to  our 
brothers  in  arms  our  sincere  and  grateful  thanks  for  all  that  they 
have  done,  are  doing,  and  will  continue  to  do.  When  the  clash  of  arms 
is  over,  and  the  dust  of  the  conflict  has  ceased ;  when  ''  the  captains 
and  the  kings  "  have  departed,  then  the  great  constitutional  ques- 
tions will  no  doubt  arise  which  will  occupy  even  more  than  they  do 
now  the  attention  of  otii-  Association,  and  1  trust  it  may  be  our  lot 
to  play  a  useful  part  in  bringing  about  a  more  complete  unity  of 
organisation,  of  administration,  and  policy  between  the  various  great 
branches  of  this  our  Empire. 

I  will  not  tiespass  further,  but  will  call  on  Mr.  Walter  fjong  to 
move  the  resolution  which  stands  on  the  Agenda  papei-. 


THANKS    TO    THE    OVERSEA    PARLIAMENTS. 

The   Right  Hon.  Waltei;  Lono,  M.P.  :  Mr.  Speaker,  my    Lords, 
and  Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  move  the  following  i-csolution  : 

"  Members  of  both  Honscs  of  Parlinmcvt  asifemblt'd  at  the 
Anmial  Meetimj  of  the  United  Kingdom  Branch  of  the  Empire 
Farliavientary  Association,  held  at  the  House  of  Commons  on 
6th  December,  1917,  irith  the  Speaker  (o5  Joint -President)  in  th*- 
Chair,  desire  to  convey  to  the  Members  of  the  Association  in  the 
Parliaments  of  the  Dominions  their  deep  admiration  for  the  manner 


iti  which  th<  Vnrliami-nis »»(  the  Orttrsfa  Natiitns  havi' prmndi'd  vten, 
iiunit^j  anil  iiiaffriol  for  fin  proni-oitiint     '   "      ^Vnr.     At  .'A  '■■xf 

crisvi  in  tlf   Kmjjin-'s  Instimj,  tin    Lfji  <  of  fhe  d-  ,ff 

fnwrnfin  havf  risen  to  a  full  apprfciulion  of  our  a>mm<m  n^spiin- 
<iliilHifH,  find  the  memhers  if  thr  Assnnafiou  in  the  Mr.tfit^  if 
I'arliiimi'nts  dejtire  ff  ojyresn  tn  their  Vonti})ion  colleagufs  their 
rnniirtion  that  the  sacrijid's  and  .«i/jf<'ri»»//^  endured  firr  a  commoti 
object  will  he  the  ineang  rf  hrim/iny  abimt  an  even  more  cttmplete 
HiidiTstnndinq  ami  co-npf^iif/on  hetuei-n  fh<'  J'nrlinmenlit  of  th»- 
l<^,  ni  fii  r''  iti  fit'-  fuftirr.'' 

Ill  yoin  inlen'.stiii^'  a«ldresK.  Mr.  Speakci-,  witlj  which  jmi  opened 
our  pi-oceedinfiTK  you  told  um  that  tbpi-e  is  a  niisapppfhension  alu-uad 
in  sonic  quarters  to  the  effect  that  the  main  object  of  the  Association 
is  to  entertain  at  luncheon,  or  in  other  ways,  distinguished  visitors 
from  different  jmrts  of  the  Empire  who  visit  us  fi*om  time  to  time. 
So  much  public  attention  is  attiacted  t-o  tln'se  luncheons  by  the 
speeches  delivered,  that  some  people,  as  you  have  said,  are  inclined 
to  think  that  is  the  whole  aim  and  object  of  the  Kmpirc  Parlia- 
meiitarv  Association.  As  you  have  well  pointctl  out,  that  is  a  great 
error,  and  one  that  needs  to  be  corrected,  hut  at  the  same  time  I 
tHtpe  the  correction  of  the  ern>r  will  not  lead  anybf>dy  to  think  that 
these  liiiicheons  are  not  of  great  importance. 

Before  the  existence  of  the  AssruMation  it  was  inevitable  that 
.Members  of  Parliament  fi-om  the  diffei"ent  parts  of  the  Kmpire  who 
weit'  visiting  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  first  time,  and  who  had 
no  relations  here,  frequently  found  themselves  stranded  so  far  as  an 
entrjinco  into  the  domestic  life  of  the  country  was  concerned.  The 
creation  of  the  Association,  and  the  form  of  hospitality  it  has  given, 
has  removed  altogether  this  weak  spot  in  our  arrangements.  You 
do  two  things  by  your  luncluoDB.  F'irst  of  xll  yon  entertain,  iu 
Himple  fashion,  those  whom  you  desire  to  lionour,  and  you  also  give 
tliem  an  opportututy  of  jnecting  Memln-rs  (»f  Piirliamcut  in  the  United 
Kiiigdoui  anil  in  that  way  enable  them  to  form  aciHiaintances  which. 
I  am  bound  U>  hope,  ripen  into  lifelong  friendships.  Yon  also  affoni 
opportr.nity  for  personal  hospitiility  and  exchange  of  courtesies  which 
would  not  exist  if  .we  left  these  visitors  to  find  their  own  way  about 
in  this  vast  city,  to  pay  *.>ec«sioiml  visits  to  the  House  of  <'ommons. 
and  perhaps  never  get  into  personal  touch  with  those  who,  like  them- 
selvi's,  are  Members  of  Parliament.  1  really  think  that  your  enter- 
tainments have  gix'ut  valm-  in  themselves.  When  1  have  been  in 
Canada,  I  have  been  immensely  struck  by  the  form  of  onterUiinment 
given  by  the  famous  institutions  there  calle<l  the  Canadian  clubs.  A 
iminch  of  the  club  is  to  be  found  in  every  t^own,  and  when  any  visitor 
of  pn>minenco  visits  the  t<)wn  ihe  Canadian  eliib  is  certain  to  ent«;r- 
tain  him.  The  meeting  is  pnnctoally  at  one  o'clock,  thv  menu  of  the 
-inipb'sl  character,  and  the  time  for  food  is  limited  to  half  an  hour. 
.\notlier  half  an  hour  is  given  for  sftc«M*heH.  The  chairman  jtroposes 
the  health  of  the  guest,  who  is  given  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in 


\vlii(,'li  to  reply.  I  iiavo  attended  a  great  many  of  these  luncheons, 
and  hav-c  f'onnd  tliat  generally  the  time  allowed  for  the  guest  to 
reply  was  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  minutes — ample  time  iii  my 
humble  judgment  for  anyone  to  make  a  speech  if  he  will  only  take 
the  trouble  to  think  beforehand  what  he  is  going  to  say.  1  hold  the 
view  strongly — I  do  not  speak  only  from  my  own  experience — that  a 
busy  man  does  grudge  one  and  a  half  hours  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 
I  believe  yon  would  gain  if  it  were  possible  to  frame  your  gatherings 
on  the  lines  of  the  Canadian  clubs,  and  thus  limit  the  demand  on  the 
time  of  the  members  of  the  Association  who  desire  to  be  present. 

When  the  clash  of  this  war  is  over  and  its  horrors  i-emain  only 
a  hideous  memory,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  British  Empire — 
indeed,  it  is  its  duty  before  that  time  comes — to  prepare  for  that 
closer  union  which  has  been  long  desired  and  which  means  more 
to-day  than  it  has  ever  done.  Tn  such  a  work  an  organisation  like 
this  must  be  of  immense  value,  because  not  only  can  its  members 
take  up  these  questions  and  discuss  them  with  the  representatives 
of  the  other  parts  of  the  Empire,  but  they  can  think  them  out  foi- 
themselves  and  bring  to  them  the  knowledge  and  experience — some 
of  it,  I  hope,  gained  by  visits  to  the  Oversea  Dominions — so  essential 
to  the  solution  of  the  problems. 

After  all  in  this  war,  perhaps  as  the  direct  result  of  the  war, 
we  have  made  very  considerable  advances  in  the  last  ten  months. 
It  is  my  great  pleasure  tmd  privilege  to  remind  you  that  during  this 
year  we  have  had  for  the  first  time  an  Impeiial  Cabinet.  There 
were  present  at  that  Cabinet  the  Prime  Ministers  and  representatives 
of  four  of  the  great  self-govei'ning  nations.  The  representative  of 
the  fifth,  Mr.  Hughes,  was  only  absent  because  of  the  pressing 
character  of  his  own  work  at  home,  and  his  absence  was  profoundly 
regretted.  But  we  had  round  that  table  representatives  of  the  four 
great  sister  nations,  not  as  honorary  members,  asked  there  as  a 
compliment  to  hear  our  proceedings,  perhaps  to  take  part  for  a 
moment,  but  as  actual  full  niembei-s  of  the  Cabinet,  possessing  the 
same  privileges  and  entitled  to  take  an  equal  part  with  any  other 
niembeT-  of  the  Cabinet.  It  was  a  very  great  and  valuable  advance, 
and  I  speak  as  one  who  was  present.  No  one  can  realise  the  immense 
benefit  we  derived  from  the  counsels  of  the  Ministers  i-epresenting 
the  self-governing  parts  of  the  Empire.  Fui-ther  than  that  in  this 
Imperial  Cabinet— it  could  not  be  called  Imperial  before — was  in- 
cluded the  great  Empire  of  India,  an  important  part  of  the  Empire, 
and  one  which  welcomed  the  opportunity  given  to  her  to  take  part 
in  our  deliberations. 

In  adilition,  we  have  in  the  War  Cabinet  to-day  a  distinguished 
statesman  who  sits  thei-e  by  virtue  of  his  position  as  a  Minister  of  one 
of  our  great  self-governing  nations.  The  presence  of  General  Smuts 
in  oar  War  Cabinet  is,  1  think,  a  wonderful  step  forward  in  the 
direction  of  that  Federation  of  the  Empire  which,  if  it  is  to  be  of 
i-eal  use,  must  take  advantage  of  the  best  brains  and  power  we  have 
in  the  Empire  for  the  lienefit  of  tlie  Empii-e.      General   Smuts  has 


hronpht  to  tlio  <'ouium1s  of  the  Knipin-  wnn«l<u-fiil  foresipht  and  h 
powor  of  viewin^r  the  whole  situation,  ami  I  think  his  presi-ncf 
amongst  us  is  a  nmrk  i)f  tlir  a(lv!in<*(;  wv  are  inakintj  towanls  Kmpirc 
unity. 

Wo  Imvo.  as  tlic  Chairman  told  us.  pfot  to  bi-  readv  with  a 
system  which  will  bring  the  Kmpire  floser  together,  not  in  affection, 
for  1  do  not  think  anything  can  increase  the  affection  and  mntual 
re.spect  within  the  Kmpire.  liut  we  have  this  immense  Empire  with 
its  tremendous  potentialities,  containing  witliin  its  limits  everything 
tliat  can  be  wanted  fm-  a  life  of  peace  or  a  struggle  in  war,  and  what 
we  mean  by  closer  union  is  that  we  want  to  make  a  greater  use  of 
the  bniins  we  have  got  and  the  governing  pow«*rs  w«>  have.  It  is 
easy  1(1  say  we  must  be  careful  and  cautious  in  what  we  do.  for  we 
are  [)laying  with  n«)  small  stakes.  We  must,  however,  keep  in  the 
foivfront  of  our  minds  the  fact  that  the  gieat  self-governing  nations 
of  the  Kmpire  are  not  jealous,  are  not  afraid,  but  that  they  are 
t(»nacious  of  their  rights,  and  anxious  that  in  whatever  changes  may 
be  brought  about  nothing  .shall  be  done  to  impair  that  independence 
anil  self-control  an.l  autonomy  in  ret'ard  to  their  hiws  and  the  spend- 
ing of  their  own  money.  This  they  will  never  part  with,  nnd  we 
ought  not  to  wish  them  to  part  with  it. 

May  1  remind  you  that  clever  men  have  given  their  time  to  the 
fi-aming  of  constituti(ms.  W^e  know  of  the  failujvs  of  the  great 
constitution  makers  of  the  United  States,  the  work  of  Alexander 
Hamilton,  the  Act  of  IS67  in  Canada,  the  work  of  men  like 
Macdonald  and  Brown  down  to  our  own  times,  and  the  consti- 
tutions of  South  Africa  and  Australia.  We  know  how  difficult  all 
these  wei-e,  how  long  drawn  out  the  processes  of  preparation  ;  the 
constant  discussions  which  preceded  them.  Therefoi-e  do  not  let  us 
be  in  any  undue  hurry  with  legard  to  the  Ilritish  Kmpire.  I  believe 
in  the  main  the  suggestions  must  come  fn>m  our  self-governing 
natirms  them.selves.  We  do  need  their  counsel  and  help.  There  is 
iT)()in  for  impi-ovement  to-day.  and  1  say  that  as  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  there  are  often  times  when  1  would  be  thankful  if 
I  had  representative  Ministers  of  our  self-governing  nations  at  my 
right  hand  instead  of  so  far  away.  It  is  a  very  diffetvnt  thing  to 
sending  telegranis  and  asking  for  opinions,  and  1  should  i-ejoice  if 
.some  system  could  be  devised  which  would  make  the  Kmpire  one  for 
counsel  and  for  action.  I  apcdogise  for  having  taken  up  so  mnch  of 
your  time,  tind  betr  <"  niove  the  resolution. 

The  Right  Hon.  Hkrukkt  Sa.muki.,  M.P.  :  1  am  glad  to  have 
tlu'  opportunity  of  saying  «  few  words,  especially  from  the  point  of 
view  of  .seconding  the  resolution  which  has  been  placed  befoj-e  von. 
In  a  va.st  organisation  like  the  British  Kmpire  personal  relationship 
does  count,  and  the  Kmjure  l*arliamentary  As.sociation,  on  the 
Kxecutive  Committee  of  which  T  have  the  htmour  to  be.  performs 
a  moht  useful  function  in  euHbiing  these  pei-sonal  relationships  to 
l)e  formed.      Like  Mr.  Walter   Long.  I   have  had  the  opportunity  of 


jiddrcssinjj'  a  niimbcT  oP  C^^nadian  club  mectinj^s.  and  I  rcaliso  Hona* 
valuable  is  an  institution  .snch  as  that  foi-  enabling  men  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  Empire  to  get  into  touch  witii  one  another.  All  of 
us  •who  have  experienced  the  hos])italitj  of  the  Dominions  realise 
that,  and  here  we  are  able  to  show  the  Dominion  statesmen  that 
when  they  visit  us  they  are  not  in  cold  isolation,  but  find  themselves 
among'  friends. 

The  resolution  speaks  of  tlie  achievements  of  the  Dominions 
in  the  war.  They  have  sent  to  fight  on  the  battlefield  of  Europe 
and  in  other  theatres  of  war  no  fewer  than  a  million  men,  whose 
gallantry  is  unsurpassed  and  unsurpassable.  There  have  been 
differences  indeed  in  the  Dominions,  sometimes  keen  controversy  as 
to  the  method  of  providing  the  forces  that  are  needed,  but  there  have 
been  no  differences  as  to  the  duty  of  all  parts  of  the  Empire  in  the  war 
— no  difference  as  to  the  end  to  be  attained.  The  resolution  suggests 
that  the  action  of  the  Dominions  has  not  been  taken  throueh  lovaltv 
to  the  Mother  Countiy :  the  Dominions  are  loyal  to  something  gi-eatei- 
even  than  the  United  Kingdom,  they  are  loyal  to  the  Empire  itself, 
to  the  ideals  for  which  it  stands,  and  to  the  Throne,  which  is  the 
symbol  of  the  unity  of  the  whole.  Our  resolution  also  speaks  of  the 
pi'obable  effect  of  the  war  on  the  Empire.  This  is  a  testing  time — a 
hardening  time.  We  are  often  accustomed  to  dwell,  perhaps  too 
much,  on  the  size  of  the  Empire,  but  we  all  know  that  size  is  not 
everything.  Thei-e  is  all  the  difference  in  the  world  between  being 
fat  and  muscular.  After  the  war  we  shall  probably  be  poorer,  and 
perhaps  meaner,  but  we  believe  we  shall  be  harder :  the  frame  of  the 
l^jmpire  is  likely  to  be  more  firmly  knit. 

1  agree  with  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  that  the  time  has 
fully  come  for  a  closer  political  co-operation  between  the  various 
parts  of  the  Empii^e :  for  a  more  real  organic  union,  not  taking  the 
shape  of  a  federal  Parliament  in  the  sense  of  a  sovereign  legislative 
assembly,  assuming  all  the  powers  of  direct  govex-nment  and  of  taxa- 
tion throughout  the  Empire.  I  believe  when  ]\fr.  Walter  Long  used 
the  term  Imperial  Federation  he  was  not  thinking  of  a  I'igid  constitu- 
tional system  of  that  kind,  but  something  more  in  the  nature  of  a 
true  Imperial  Executive,  coupled  with  some  leju-esentative  assembly 
formed  by  the  various  parts  of  the  Empire,  not  with  sovereign 
powers,  but  with  consultative  functions  and  with  the  duty  of  initiat- 
ing, but  not  enacting,  legislation, — the  enactment  being  left  to  the 
sovereign  bodies  throughout  the  Empire  which  noAv  exist.  These  are 
large  issues  which  will  be  refei-red  to  the  Constitutional  Convention 
which  the  (Jovernment  have  told  us  will  be  summoned  aftei"  the  war 
to  consider  these  great  issues.  1  have  no  doubt,  as  Mr.  Speaker  and 
the  Colonial  Secretary  have  said,  that  when  that  Convention  meets, 
this  Association  will  be  able  to  perform,  if  not  a  leading,  at  all 
events  an  impoi-tant  part  in  its  deliberations.  1  have  great  pleasure 
in  seconding:  the  resolution. 


'» 


Mr.  W.  Apamsox.  MP.  ("Chjiivman  of  the   I'^ivlianientary  Labour 
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I\irty)  :  As  one  of  the  repi'«'senlativo.s  of  labonr  I  havo  preat 
|)lt)a.siirc  in  usNfK-iatinjj;'  myself  with  the  motion  that  has  just  been 
mosftl  ill  such  floiiiK-tit  terms  by  the  proposer  and  seconder.  'I'lic 
manner  in  which  the  great  free  democracies  beyond  the  seas  have 
lined  up  beside  the  Motherland,  their  kinsfolk  in  the  homeland,  is 
not  only  a  subject  for  our  profound  adminition  and  p''Jititude,  but 
an  obje(!t  lesson  t^i  the  whoh*  world.  The  Ixtnd  of  race  h;us  Kto«Kl  a 
strain  which  all  will  admit  ha.s  surprised  all  our  enemies.  Not  only 
has  it  surpi-ised  our  enemies,  but  I  believe  this  bond  of  race  will 
be  a  far  greater  factor  in  the  maintenance  of  a  world's  peace  in  the 
future  than  has  boon  realised  up  to  the  present  time.  1  believe  that 
the  common  sacritice  and  suffering  that  has  been  endured  by  the 
liritish  race  in  all  pai'ts  of  the  world  duiing  the  c«jur.se  of  this  great 
struggle  will  cement  that  bond  of  blood  and  race  in  a  greater  degree. 
The  part  which  Labour  has  played  in  our  Dominions  in  this  war 
has  been  of  vital  importance  to  this  country  and  to  our  Allies.  In 
common  with  Labour  at  home.  Labour  in  the  Dominions  has  done 
a  great  amount  of  service.  The  coming  pea^'e,  as  you  well  .said, 
Mr.  S])i'aker,  will  give  us  as  great  opportunities  for  cultivating 
friendship  and  building  up  a  do.scr  relationship  between  the  Dominions 
and  ourselves  as  the  war  has  done,  and  it  should  be  the  duty  of  this 
Assoriati«m  to  work  towards  securing  that  end.  Whatever  form  that 
<-loser  relationship  may  take.  1  think  that  oiir  Dominions  ought  to 
have  a  greater'  share  than  tliey  have  ha<l  up  to  the  pre.seiit  in  shaping 
our  Imperial  policy.  If  they  me  to  take  the  responsibilities  along 
witli  ourselves,  i\wy  ought  to  have  .some  say  in  shaping  the  p<iUcy 
which  brings  these  responsibilities.  1  am  pleased  Labour  has  a 
share  in  such  an  Association  as  this,  ami  1  hope,  in  common  with  the 
other  sections,  it  will  do  its  best  in  the  coming  days  to  cultivate  and 
build  up,  if  it  is  possible,  a  closer  relationship  than  exists  now  between 
tlu!  Doiiiiiiions  aJid  ourselves.  I  have  raueli  pleasure  in  supporting 
the  motion. 

[The  motion  was  put  to  tlic  meeting  and  carried  unanimously.^ 

THK    ANNUAL    IIKPOHT    AND    ACCOUNTS 

The  Right  Hon.  W.  IUyks  Fishkr,  M.P.  :  After  the  quartette 
of  speeches  which  have  been  delivered  in  support  of  a  coalition 
i-esolution,  submitted  bv  a  coiilition  Associ»tion  which  has  alwavs 
endtrai-ed  men»bei"s  of  ail  jiarties,  and  which  was  founded  to  ]»romote 
more  intimate  friendship  and  mutual  understanding  and  exchange  of 
information  between  tlie  lenders  and  meml)ers  of  our  Ovei-sea  Parlia- 
ments and  the  Mother  Parliament,  a  very  short  speech  is  necessary 
in  proposing  the  adoption  of  the  H«'port.  Aftei-  all,  the  Report  itself 
is  a  long  and  ample  one,  and  I  am  going  to  be  Ltold  enough  to  say 
that  anyone  who  is  a  studt^nt  of  the  gixswth  and  development  of 
lh«'  Kmpire  can  never  really  have  studit'd  the  subject  accurately 
\nile8s  he  has  pernsecl   the  nnnals  of  the   Parliamentary  Association, 
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Eveiy  page  tells  of  some  brick  oi-  stone  oi-  woodAvork  in  the  great 
Imperial  edifice.  They  ma}'  not  be  great  events;  only  small  ha])pen- 
ings,  but  all  its  pages  rec<n-d  little  incidents  in  the  history  »nd  develop- 
ment of  the  Empire,  of  something  always  being  done  to  fashion  the 
sentiments  whijli  have  been  at  the  root  of  all  the  speeches  to-day-  I  pro- 
pose only  to  call  attention,  specially,  to  one  or  two  matters  contained 
in  the  Report.  One  thathas  not  been  mentioned  to-day  is  the  great 
benefit  which  those  who  visit  us  from  the  Oversea  Dominions  derive 
from  the  pi-iviicges  afforded  by  the  Steamship  and  Railway  Companies, 
I  wish  to  thank  the  managers  of  these  companies  for  their  generosity 
and  the  way  they  acceded  to  the  requests  of  the  Association  made  to 
them  from  time  to  time  either  foi-  free  passages,  free  fares,  or  re- 
duced fares.  We  are  very  grateful  for  the  kind  way  they  have  met 
our  requests,  and  wish  them  to  know  how  their  action  is  appreciated 
by  our  oversea  visitors.  I  also  wish  to  thank  you.  Sir,  for  all  you 
have  done  as  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  in  giving  the 
fullest  privileges  to  our  visitors.  There  was  a  time,  only  a  few  years 
ago,  just  prior  to  the  Coronation  of  the  King,  when  Members  of 
Parliament  and  leaders  of  thought,  who  have  Ansited  us  from  the 
Dominions,  mu.st  have  thought  their  reception  was  indeed  cold. 
They  strayed  into  the  hobbies  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  nobody 
knew  them  or  took  any  notice  of  them.  They  had  no  access  to  the 
rooms,  though  they  may  have  found  a  seat  in  the  gallery ;  but  Ave 
are  glad  that,  owing  to  your  real  and  deep  regard  for  the  Association, 
all  that  is  ended.  Now  the  parliamentary  representatives  from  the 
Oveisea  Dominitms  find  that  anything  that  can  be  done  is  done  for 
them  ;  they  have  access  to  the  House,  and  Members  of  Parliament  at 
liome  find  an  easy  method  of  being  introduced  to  those  visitors  whose 
acquaintance  they  desire  to  make. 

I  desire  also  to  call  attention  to  our  new  methods  of  circulating 
information  amongst  home  and  oversea  members.  The  monthly 
summary  of  Dominion  information  will  acquaint  our  own  members 
and  visiting  members  fi-ora  the  various  Dominions  as  to  what  is 
happening  overseas,  and  inform  them  as  to  the  principal  events 
and  trends  of  thought  in  these  countries.  We  have  also  arranged 
to  have  another  monthly  snmmai}-  for  the  benefit  of  the  Oversea 
Dominions  (prepaied  b}'  the  Information  Bureau),  informing  them 
of  the  principal  foreign  events  and  the  principal  military  events, 
picking  out  what  is  true  from  what  is  false,  and  giving  them  a  correct 
perspective  of  what  is  happening  abroad.  There  is  an  enormous 
Held  for  the  Association  in  this  I'espect,  and  we  hope  soon  to  deveh)p 
the  w(U'k  by  means  of  a  Parliamentary  Journal  which  besides  being 
of  value  to  the  legislatures  of  the  Dominions  will  enlighten  members 
at  home  and  enable  them  to  gather  lessons  fi-om  legislation  in  the 
Dominions  which  may  be  u.seful  here. 

f  cannot  overrate  the  great  benefits  which  are  derived  from  the 
luncheons  of  the  Association,  which  enable  the  leaders  from  the 
D(miinions  to  obtain  a  platform  which,  if  not  in  the  House  of 
Commons  itself,  is  at  all  events  in  the  precincts  of  the  House,  fi-om 
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uliich   llipy  i-aii   tell   us  wliat  we  i-t»nlly  desii-o  to  know,  vi/.,  the  it'jil 

llioiif^ht  imrl  n]»iiiii»ii  of  oiii"  kitisiiicn  in  the  Doiiiiiiious.  It  \h  a  very 
^leut  advautaf^e  timl  wp  sIiouM  have  an  opjxn-tunity  of  hrariiic  them 
in  a  manner  which  is  made  readily  availahl*-. 

I  hope  tin's  Association  may  i)lay  in  the  fiitnio  a  viM-y  valuabh- 
pai-t  in  contributinp;  something  towui-ds  the  ultimate  solution  of  those 
•^•reat  Imperial  problems  of  which  Mr.  Long  and  Mr.  ►Samuel  have 
spoken.  But  if  we  fail  for  a  time  to  find  a  formula  by  which  we 
miifht  bind  together  the  diffcimt  ovcr.sea  nations  in  a  common  objei-t 
under  the  Crown,  we  at  l(a>t  shall  Ik-  doing  something  all  the  time 
towards  keeping  warm  and  heai-ty  the  relationship  between  ouinelves 
and  those  who  take  part  in  directing  the  affairs  of  the  Dominions. 
I  hope,  when  the  war  i.s  over,  we  may  organise  parliamentary  visits 
similar  to  that  of  191.S  to  the  Dominions,  and  thus  promote  a  gi-eater 
knowledge  amongst  home  members  as  to  what  is  taking  place  in  the 
Dominions,  and  develop  the  mutual  good  opinion  and  knowledge 
which  is  no  essential  if  the  Kmpire  is  to  endure. 

Ijord  l.'^l.iXdToN  :  I  have  much  pleasure  in  seconding  the  adoption 
of  the  lifport  and  Accounts.  My  task  is  but  a  brief  one.  As  Mr. 
Hayes  Kisher  .says,  the  Report  gives  a  fair  outline  of  what  has  been 
done  by  the  Association,  and  anyone  who  reads  it  will  feel  satistieil 
that  good  and  steady  work  hfis  been  done  during  the  year,  and 
progress  made  towards  those  purposes  for  which  the  Assticiation  was 
founded.  There  is  one  allusion  in  this  liepoi-t  to  which  1  should  like 
to  refer,  and  that  is  that  foi-  the  first  time  a  i-epresentative  of  India 
has  been  entertained  by  the  Association.  1  hope  this  new  departure 
will  be  only  the  herahl  of  many  events  of  a  similar  chai-acter,  and 
that  the  A.ssociation  will  be  abl(>  to  play  a  useful  part  in  engendering 
good  relations  both  colh^-tiN  elv  and  personally  with  India  and  the 
people  of  India  in  the  way  it  has  in  connecticm  with  the  Dominions. 
A  gieat  deal  can  be  ilone  to  cement  the  friendship  with  that  great 
Depindency. 

Let  me  say  one  word  about  the  proposed  Parliamentary  Journal. 
1  believe  it  can  i)lay  a  useful  part,  in  bringing  the  people  of  the 
Dominions  into  closer  touch  with  the  work  in  Kurope  and  this 
countr).  I  hoj)e  the  Journal  will  develop  and  circulate  in  India 
also,  and  F  commend  that  to  my  colleagues  on  the  Executive  I'oni- 
mittee  for  their  consideration. 

L'J'he  motion  was  agived  to.  | 

THK   MXKCiriVK  ('OMMITTKK 

Lord  I)kshoi{(»i<,h  :  I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  ]»n)posing 
the  ideetioTi  of   the  following   Jiiembei's  of  the    Kxecntive  (M)mniitt<»e. 

wild   lll'e   riiilil  in;iti(|    ]\\.     the    l"i  xeeut  i  Ve    foi-  fleet  inn  ■ 

'//■■'(Id  7/    >.  A  III- 1 1/.  M.I'. 

U..iht  Hon.  Arthur.)    linh'our.  D.,V.,  .V./'.  iOhnirmau). 

l,te,ihiiant  ('ml  Hrrk.  /{'N.V.R..  M.I' 
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Lord  Jlh/th  {Ihm.  Treasurer). 

Colonel  Lord  Bnrnham  (Hon.  Treasurer). 

J.  G.  Butcher,  K.C.  M.P. 

Right  Hon.  Evelyn  Gecil,  M.J'. 

Bight  Hon.  Will  Crooks,  M.F. 

Lord  Emmott,  G.C.M.G.,  G.B.E. 

Rdght  Hon.  W.  Hayes  Fisher,  3/. P.  (Deputy-Chairman) . 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Sir  Hamar  Greenwood,  Bart.,  M .}'. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  M.B. 

fjord  Islington,  G.C.M.tJ.,  L.S.O. 

Ian  Macpherson,  M.P. 

Viscount  Milner,  G.C.B. 

Lieutenant  W.  Mitc,heU-Tho,ii.<,m.  U.N.V.R..  M.V. 

T.  P.  O'Connor,  M.P. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  Gilbert  Parker,  Bart.,  M.P. 

Sir  Given  Philipps,  K.C.M.G..  M.P. 

Right  mm.  G.  H.  Roberts,  M.P. 

Right  Hon.  Herbert  Samuel,  M.P. 

Earl  of  Selborne,  K.G. 

Sir  Arthur  Steel-Maitland,  Bart.,  M.P. 

Lord  Sydenham,  G.G.M.G.,  G.C.S.L,  G.B.E. 

Major- General  Lord  Treoiven,  C.B. 

Howard  d'Egville  (Hon.  Secretary). 

The  Chairman  is  Mr.  Balfour,  who  is  always  ready  tu  j)residf 
over  the  luncheons,  of  which  we  liave  heard  so  much,  and  the 
Deputy-Chairman  is  Mr.  Hayes  Fisher,  to  whom  the  Association 
owes  a  great  deal  foi-  the  incessant  work  he  does.  1  should  be  sorry 
to  omit  to  mention  Mr.  Howard  d'Egville,  the  Honorary  Secretary, 
who  works  so  hard  and  arduously  on  behalf  of  the  Association. 

Sir  G.  Toi  LMiN,  M.P. :  I  have  ])leasure  in  seconding  the  re.solu- 
ticm.  This  representative  Committee  will  undertake  on  behalf  of 
the  Mother  of  Parliaments  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Associatiou. 
Probably  the  value  of  the  Association  is  most  recognised  by  the 
members  of  parliaiuent  who  come  from  the  Dominions,  and  by  our 
own  members  who  visit  the  Dominions,  but  the  work  is  uot  merelv 
complimentaiy  or  (U-iiauiental  but  is  extremely  valuable  in  giving 
opportunities  for  that  infoi-mal  iuti-rcourse  so  essential  in  the  pro- 
duction of  public  opinion.  It  is  by  ])ersonal  contact  we  obtain 
mutual  understanding  of  what  i  may  call  the  idioms  of  ])olitics,  for 
words  have  adverse  meanings  owing  to  the  diverse  course  of  politics 
in  the  various  countries.  Attention  to-day  has  been  well  directed 
towards  the  great  work  of  constitutional  reform  which  lie>  before 
the  widely  separated  Parliam.ents  of  the  Empire,  a  tjisk  which  ha;> 
to  be  carried  out  in  absolutely  new  cii-cumstances  unparalleled  in  any 
age  or  in  any  ijuartei-  of  the  globe.  I  can  only  hope  that  the  (Com- 
mittee will  have  no  difficulty  in  making  the  membership  of  this  body 
coincident  with  the  membership  of  the  two  Houses. 

[The  motion  was  put  and  agreed  to.] 
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VOTK  OK  THANKS  TO  THK  SPKAKKK 

Mr.  Ckcii.  Hkck,  M.P.  :  Tlie  task  wliicli  I  am  askeiJ  t<i  iirult  iLakc 
is  to  propose  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  iSpcakor  for  presiding  over  us 
to-day.  The  members  of  the  Krapire  I'arliiimeutary  Association  will 
never  forget  the  encoui*a<?i'ment  you  i^ave  us,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  we 
took  our  first  rather  diflicult  steps.  There  is  no  doubt  a  jjroat  part 
<»f  the  success  which  attends  the  Association  to-day  is  due  to  the 
unfailing  kindness  and  support  which  yon,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  given 
us  from  tlie  earliest  days.  1  only  wish  I  could  in  some  degree 
convey  in  an  adequate  manner  our  real  and  genuine  gnttitude  for 
what  you  have  done  for  us. 

jjord  Uknma.n  :  I  do  not  wisli  to  detain  yon,  although  1  .should 
like  to  say  something  of  the  admiration  1  feel  for  the  work  Mr.  Speaker 
has  done  for  the  Association.  I  can  speak  from  personal  experience 
of  the  value  of  the  Assoi-iation  ti)  Australia,  and  I  am  quite  sure  it 
has  been  of  c({ual  value  to  other  Domitiions  I  Iihv.>  jri-cat  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  resolution. 

[The  motion  was  put  to  the  meeting  and  carried.] 

The  Si'KAhbK:  1  am  much  obligeti  to  you  for  the  vot«?  of 
thanks.  I  feel  1  do  not  deserve  the  compliments  which  have  been 
|»ai(i  me.  I  endeavour  to  do  all  1  can  to  maintain  the  dignity  and 
position  of  the  Legislature  over  which  1  preside,  and  I  feel  that  part 
of  my  duty  is  to  sissist  in  promoting  the  closer  union  between  fhe 
House  of  Commons  and  our  brethren  across  the  seas.  I  .see  in  th«' 
Kmpire  Parliamentary  Association  a  means  to  bring  <hat  about,  and 
it  is  for  that  reason  1  have  given  to  it  my  warmest  and  heartiest 
support,  as  I  shall  always  continue  to  do. 
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